Religion Notes Chapter 5- We Learn About the Early Church
The Apostles led the Church
· The Apostles lived with Jesus and knew Him. Jesus visited the Apostles before he ascended into heaven. He sent them out to “make disciples of all the nations.” (Matthew 28:19)
· The Apostles began to teach about Jesus. They baptized people who believed in Jesus. They gathered these new Christians together. This is how they formed the Church. 
· The Apostles had to move on to continue the work of Jesus so they chose leaders in each place.
· The Acts of the Apostles is a book in the New Testament that tells the story of the work of the Apostles in the early Church.
· The Church grew because Christians followed Jesus, loving and serving one another.
The disciples of Jesus share the Good News
· The followers of Jesus were filled with the Holy Spirit. This made them want to share the Good News of Jesus. 
· The Good News tells us that Jesus is the Son of God. He came into the world to become one of us and show us the love of God. 
· Jesus is the Savior of the whole world. All of us have been saved by the life, death, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
· Those who believed the Good News were baptized and became members of the Church. They gathered to share the Eucharist and “devoted themselves to the teachings of the Apostles.” (Acts of the Apostles 2:42)
· Gospel means Good News- The Good News that we are saved by Jesus Christ.
· We listen to the Gospel and celebrate the Eucharist at Mass. We stand as a sign of respect and to show that we are ready to go out and share the Good News of Jesus.
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The followers of Jesus stood up for their faith.
· When the Church began, many countries were part of the Roman Empire. The Romans wanted everyone to worship their false gods. 
· Christians would not worship any god but the one, true God.
· Christians were a threat to the emperor’s power. 
· Roman leaders tried to make Christians give up their faith in Jesus Christ.
· Many Christians were put in prison because they would not give up their faith.
· Some people even died. People who die for their faith are called martyrs.

Many of our ancestors in faith are examples of holiness.
· Millions of Christians have lived before us. They are our ancestors in faith.
· Many of our ancestors in faith were special followers of Jesus. Because of their holy lives the Church calls them saints.
· Saints Perpetua and Felicity are two examples of holiness. Both of them were preparing to become Christians in the early Church, when becoming Christian was a crime. They were arrested and treated terribly by the guards, but they still refused to worship Roman gods. 
· Perpetua and Felicity did not lose their faith in Jesus, even when they were put to death. We honor both women as saints.
· Saint Augustine was very popular when he was young. He was too busy enjoying himself to think about God. As he grew older he felt his life had no meaning. He turned to God and his love of God continued to grow. 
· Augustine became a bishop and one of the Church’s great writers. 
· The saints are models of holiness. Although they lived many years ago, their call to be holy is the same as ours today. Jesus gave them the same commandment he gives us, “Love one another as I love you.” (John 15:12) 
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